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form of the god Moooi. When he is tired of lying in one
posture, he tries to turn himself about, and that causes an
earthquake. Then the people shout and beat the ground
with sticks to make him lie still.1 During an earthquake
the Burmese make a great uproar, beating the walls of their
houses and shouting, to frighten away the evil genius who
is shaking the earth.2 On a like occasion and for a like
purpose some natives of the Gazelle Peninsula in New
Britain beat drums and blow on shells.3 The Dorasques,
an Indian tribe of Panama, believed that the volcano of
Chiriqui was inhabited by a powerful spirit, who, in his
anger, caused an earthquake. At such times the Indians
shot volleys of arrows in the direction of the volcano to
terrify him and make him desist4 Some of the Peruvian
Indians regarded an earthquake as a sign that the gods
were thirsty, so they poured water on the ground.6 In
Ashantee several persons used to be put to death after an
earthquake ; they were slain as a sacrifice to Sasabonsun,
the earthquake god, in the hope of satiating his cruelty
for a time. Houses which had been thrown down or
damaged by an earthquake were sprinkled with human
blood before they were rebuilt. When part of the wall of
the king's house at Coomassie was knocked down by an
earthquake, fifty young girls were slaughtered, and the mud
to be used in the repairs was kneaded with their blood.6
An English resident in Fiji attributed a sudden access Religious
of piety in Kantavu, one of the islands, to a tremendous earth-
quake which destroyed many of the natives.    The Fijians earth-
think that their islands rest on a god, who causes earthquakes q    *
by turning  over  in  his  sleep.    So  they sacrifice to  him
things of great value in order that he may turn as gently as
possible.7    In   Nias  a  violent earthquake   has  a  salutary
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